Health and satisfaction among the elderly with chronic conditions: demographic differentials.
This study examines the state of health (physical and mental health) and avowed satisfaction (toward hospital services and towards life-as-a-whole), among 172 elderly subjects (108 outpatients from a family medicine clinic and 64 community residents) with chronic conditions living in Kaohsiung city. Results indicated that (a) the elderly did not perceive any great impact of illness(es) upon their lives and both their physical and mental health were satisfactory; (b) the elderly were generally satisfied with both the hospital services and life as a whole; (c) there were meaningful group differentials in health and satisfaction: older, male, single and financially-dependent elderly had poorer physical and mental health; female, single and financially dependent elderly avowed lower life satisfaction.